
COURT OF APPEALS OF GEORGIA

RETURN NOTICE

June 30, 2015

To: Mr. James L. Royal, GDC21468, Hancock State Prison, Post Office Box 339, Sparta,
Georgia 31087

Case Number: Lower Court: County Superior Court

Courtof Appeals Case Number and Style:

Yourd<5cument(s) is (are) being returned for the following reason(s).

m There is no case pending in the Court of Appeals of Georgia under your name.

Until acase isdocketed in thisCourt,all communications should bedirected toyourattorney
of record.

The Court of Appeals does not havethe power or authorityto appointcounsel for you. Any
requests for appointed counsel should be directed to the trial court.

• A Notice of Appeal is filed with the clerk of the trial court and not with the Court of Appeals of
Georgia. SeeOCGA §5-6-37. Once thetrial court clerk has received and filed the Notice ofAppeal, the
trial court clerk will prepare acopy ofthe record and transcripts asdesignated bytheNotice ofAppeal and
transmit them to this Court. Once the Notice of Appeal isdocketed in the Court of Appeals of Georgia, a
Docketing Notice with the BriefingSchedule and other important information is mailedto counsel for the
parties ordirectly tothe parties, ifthe parties are representing themselves. You donot need toprovide this
Courtwith a copyof the Noticeof Appeal you filed with the superior court.

• TheNotice of Appeal must include a proper Certificate of Service. ACertificate ofService must show
service to the opposing counsel and contain thecounsel's full name and complete mailing address. The
opposing counsel mustactually be served with a copyof your filing.

• An Application for Writ of Habeas Corpus should be filed in the superior court of the county in
which you claim you are illegally detained. An appeal from a denial of an Application for Writ of
Habeas Corpus is to the Supreme Courtand not the Court of Appeals.

• An Application for Writ of Mandamus should be filed in the superior court of the county official
whose conduct you intend to mandate. Anappeal from a denial of an Application for Writof Mandamus
is to the Supreme Court and not the Court of Appeals.

• Your appeal was disposed by opinion (order) on . The Court ofAppeals
. The remittitur issued on

divesting this Court ofjurisdiction. The case decision is therefore final.

• Yourmailing/documents indicate that you intended to file your papers in another court rather than
the Court of Appeals of Georgia. The address of the Clerk of the is:

• If an attorney has been appointed for you and you are concerned with the representation provided
bythat attorney, you should address that issue to the trial court. As long as you are represented by an
attorney, you cannot file pleadings on your own behalf. Your attorneymust file a Motionto Withdraw as
Counsel and it must be granted, before you can file your own pleadings in this Court.

• Arequest for an out-of-time appeal should be made to the trial court from which you are appealing.
Ifyour motion is denied by the trial court, you can file an appeal ofthat decision by filing a Notice of
Appeal with the clerk of the superior court.
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